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Regulatory Framework for Opening, Operating and Closing a Business 

Disclaimer: Any information rendered in this document is for general references only and should not be considered as legal advice.  Users are 

strongly advised to seek independent legal advice if they are in doubt of their legal position. 

Business Location – Construction Permitting 

No. Regulatory Framework Link 

Building Standards 

1.  Legally established Building Code, a model code adopted within 

the territory, or an equivalent framework that encompasses all 

legislation, regulations, and standards that collectively govern 

building construction applicable in Hong Kong 

Cap. 123 Buildings Ordinance 

2.  The legal framework in Hong Kong SAR, China includes building 

classification standard (i.e. criteria for categorizing buildings 

based on their use, occupancy type, and size) 

➢ Cap. 123F Building (Planning) Regulations 

➢ Cap. 123Q Building (Construction) Regulation 

➢ Regulations 4-8, Cap.123I Building (Standards of Sanitary 

Fitments, Plumbing, Drainage Works and Latrines) Regulations  

3.  The legal framework in Hong Kong SAR, China includes land use 

regulations standard (i.e. zoning regulations to govern land use, 

density, setbacks, and other development parameters) 

Regulations 19-37, Cap. 123F Building (Planning) Regulations  

https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123F
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123Q
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123I
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123I
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123F
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4.  The legal framework in Hong Kong SAR, China includes 

structural design standards to ensure stability and resistance to 

loads and natural hazards (earthquakes, floods, wind loads, 

seismic activity) 

➢ Code of Practice on Wind Effects in Hong Kong 2019 

➢ Code of Practice for Dead and Imposed Loads 2011 (2021 

Edition) 

➢ Code of Practice for Foundations 2017 (2024 Edition) 

➢ Code of Practice for Precast Concrete Construction 2016 

➢ Code of Practice for Structural Use of Concrete 2013 (2020 

Edition) 

➢ Code of Practice for Structural Use of Glass 2018 

➢ Code of Practice for the Structural Use of Steel 2011 (2023 

Edition) 

5.  The legal framework in Hong Kong SAR, China includes fire 

safety standards (active and passive) for building construction 

and occupancy 

➢ Code of Practice for Fire Safety in Buildings 2011 (2024 Edition) 

➢ Codes of Practice for Minimum Fire Service Installations and 

Equipment and Inspection, Testing and Maintenance of 

Installations and Equipment 

6.  The legal framework in Hong Kong SAR, China includes 

accessibility standards applicable to all construction (i.e. 

mandatory requirements ensuring buildings are physically 

accessible and usable for people with disabilities and diverse 

mobility needs) 

Design Manual - Barrier Free Access 2008 (2025 Edition) 

https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/WindEffects2019e.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/DIL2011e.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/DIL2011e.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/FoundationCode2017.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/cppcc2016e.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/CoP_SUC2013e.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/CoP_SUC2013e.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/SUG2018e.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/SUOS2011.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/SUOS2011.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/fs_code2011.pdf
https://www.hkfsd.gov.hk/eng/fire_protection/notices/code.html
https://www.hkfsd.gov.hk/eng/fire_protection/notices/code.html
https://www.hkfsd.gov.hk/eng/fire_protection/notices/code.html
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/BFA2008_e.pdf
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7.  The legal framework in Hong Kong SAR, China includes minimum 

health and sanitation standards (i.e. legally mandated baseline 

standards covering at least potable water supply, 

wastewater/sewage disposal, ventilation/indoor air quality, and 

sanitary plumbing) 

➢ Regulations 29-37, Cap. 123F Building (Planning) Regulations 

➢ Cap.123I Building (Standards of Sanitary Fitments, Plumbing, 

Drainage Works and Latrines) Regulations  

8.  The legal framework in Hong Kong SAR, China includes energy 

efficiency performance standards (i.e. building insulation, 

lighting and HVAC systems, building envelope performance or 

other) legally required by the building code or other binding 

regulations for all buildings and renovations 

➢ Cap. 123M Building (Energy Efficiency) Regulation 

➢ Guidelines on Design and Construction Requirements for 

Energy Efficiency of Residential Buildings 2014 

➢ Code of Practice for Overall Thermal Transfer Value in 

Buildings 1995 

Specialized Standards 

9.  Incentives — financial (e.g., grants, tax rebates) or non-financial 

(e.g., technical support, expedited permitting) — to promote 

the adoption of building energy efficiency standards in new 

constructions or renovations 

Practice Notes for Authorized Persons, Registered Structural 

Engineer and Registered Geotechnical Engineer (PNAP) APP-151: 

Building Design to Foster a Quality and Sustainable Built 

Environment 

https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123F
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123I
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123I
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123M
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/Guidelines_DCREERB2014e.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/Guidelines_DCREERB2014e.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/OTTV1995_e.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/OTTV1995_e.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/practice-notes-and-circular-letters/pnap/APP/APP151.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/practice-notes-and-circular-letters/pnap/APP/APP151.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/practice-notes-and-circular-letters/pnap/APP/APP151.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/practice-notes-and-circular-letters/pnap/APP/APP151.pdf
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10.  Imposing binding environmental protection or sustainability 

standards for building construction (e.g. biodiversity protection, 

water resource conservation, or pollution control) 

➢ Cap. 123M Building (Energy Efficiency) Regulation 

➢ Cap. 311 Air Pollution Control Ordinance 

➢ Cap. 354 Waste Disposal Ordinance 

➢ Cap. 358 Water Pollution Control Ordinance 

➢ Cap. 400 Noise Control Ordinance 

➢ Cap. 499 Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance 

➢ PNAP APP-152: Sustainable Building Design Guidelines 

➢ Practice Guidebook for Adaptive Re-use of and Alteration and 

Addition Works to Heritage Buildings 2012 (2021 Edition) 

11.  Classifying building construction projects based on their 

potential environmental impact 

Cap. 499 Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance 

12.  The following environmental risks or impact considerations are 

explicitly assessed as part of the classification of building 

construction projects: 

 Biodiversity and natural resources (e.g., ecosystems, 

protected areas, forests) 

 Water resources, including water quality, quantity, and 

access 

Cap. 499 Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance 

https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123M
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap311
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap354
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap358
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap400
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap499
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/practice-notes-and-circular-letters/pnap/APP/APP152.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/heritage_2021.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/code-and-design-manuals/heritage_2021.pdf
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap499
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap499
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Professional Qualification Requirements 

13.  Requiring professionals conducting technical inspections of 

construction projects to meet specific legally mandated 

qualifications 

Section 4, Cap. 123 Buildings Ordinance 

Planning Regulation Features 

14.  Establishing requirement for official planning requirements 

concerning allowed heights, floor occupation ratios, setbacks, 

etc. 

➢ Regulations 19-37, Cap. 123F Building (Planning) Regulations 

➢ Section 16(1)(d) and (da), Cap. 123 Buildings Ordinance 

Building Inspection Requirements 

15.  Mandating multiple inspections during different phases of the 

construction process (e.g., foundation, framing, final stages) to 

ensure that standards are met throughout the process and 

structural safety is assured 

Technical Memorandum for Supervision Plans issued under Section 

39A, Cap. 123 Buildings Ordinance 

16.  Mandating different types of inspections during construction to 

assure structural safety depending on the risk level of the 

construction and its use (risk-based inspections) 

https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123F
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123
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Building Inspection Requirements 

17.  The following is legally responsible for conducting inspections 

during construction: 

 Self-certification (i.e. inspections carried out internally by 

the building company’s own staff, such as architects or 

engineers) 

 Third-party engineer or engineering firm (not employed by 

the developer or the permitting authority) 

 Governmental agencies, such as the municipal building 

department 

Sections 4(3), 9(5) and 22, Cap. 123 Buildings Ordinance 

Environmental Compliance Monitoring During Construction 

18.  Requiring verification of environmental compliance 

comprehensively required during the construction process for 

projects which require environmental permits 

➢ Technical Memorandum on Environmental Impact Assessment 

Process 

➢ Cap. 499 Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance 

19.  Requiring an independent and accredited professional to 

conduct environmental compliance verification for projects with 

environmental permits 

➢ Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance Guidance Note 

No. 4/2023 

➢ Cap. 499 Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance 

https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123
https://www.epd.gov.hk/eia/common/files/legis/memorandum/es5202327182.pdf
https://www.epd.gov.hk/eia/common/files/legis/memorandum/es5202327182.pdf
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap499
https://www.epd.gov.hk/eia/common/files/hb/materials/GN4.pdf
https://www.epd.gov.hk/eia/common/files/hb/materials/GN4.pdf
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap499
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Final Inspections 

20.  Requiring an on-site final inspection of the construction before a 

building can be occupied 

Section 21(6), Cap. 123 Buildings Ordinance 

Occupancy Permit 

21.  Requiring an occupancy permit (i.e. Occupation Permit) before a 

building can be occupied 

Section 21(1), Cap. 123 Buildings Ordinance 

Occupancy Permit 

22.  Mandating that appeals regarding building permits, inspections, 

or regulatory compliance be handled by an independent third-

party agency 

Section 48, Cap. 123 Buildings Ordinance 

23.  Granting the following rights to the agency responsible for 

enforcing building regulations, such as a building control agency: 

 The authority to issue an emergency order (e.g. evacuation, 

closure, stop-use) to address immediate safety concerns of 

a building 

 

 

 

Sections 26-27, Cap. 123 Buildings Ordinance 

  The authority to initiate prosecution in a court of 

competent jurisdiction for violations of building codes 

Section 40, Cap. 123 Buildings Ordinance 

https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123
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  The authority to recommend to the registration body the 

suspension or cancellation of building practitioners’ 

licenses for non-compliance with building regulations 

Sections 7 and 13, Cap. 123 Buildings Ordinance 

Environmental Appeals and Resolution 

24.  Independent appeals process for environmental permit 

decisions that is separate from the issuing authority 

Sections 17-19, Cap. 499 Environmental Impact Assessment 

Ordinance 

 

  

https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap123
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap499
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap499
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Public Services that Facilitate Trade 

 [Including services provided by government bureaux and departments, and other public organisations]  

Disclaimer: There are other digital public services that aim to facilitate business and compliance in Hong Kong.  Please refer to the webpages of 

individual bureaux/ departments/ public organisations for details. 

Business Location – Construction Permitting 

No. Public Services Link 

Information Transparency and Digital Services 

1.  Spatial plans and zoning requirements accessible to developers and 

architects in the form of a Geographic Information System (GIS) or 

other spatial data platforms 

➢ portal.csdi.gov.hk/ 

➢ www.ozp.tpb.gov.hk/ 

Screenshots: 

 

https://portal.csdi.gov.hk/
https://www.ozp.tpb.gov.hk/
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2.  The following information available online by the building permitting 

agencies and accessible without login into an account: 

 

 

 

  Building control regulations, accessible to all stakeholders, 

including residents, developers, architects, and other interested 

parties 

➢ www.bd.gov.hk/en/resources/codes-and-

references/practice-notes-and-circular-

letters/index_pnap.html 

➢ www.bd.gov.hk/en/resources/legal-matters/index.html 

  

 Criteria and necessary steps to obtain building permits (e.g. 

technical specifications) 

 

 

 

www.bd.gov.hk/en/resources/codes-and-

references/index.html 

  List of all documents required to apply for a building permit 

(e.g. land ownership certificate, types of drawings and plans) 

 

www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-

references/practice-notes-and-circular-

letters/pnap/ADV/ADV033.pdf 

  Updated fee schedule for all types of construction currently in 

effect (as of 1 September 2025) 

www.bd.gov.hk/en/resources/request-for-

information/index_fees.html 

http://www.bd.gov.hk/en/resources/codes-and-references/practice-notes-and-circular-letters/index_pnap.html
http://www.bd.gov.hk/en/resources/codes-and-references/practice-notes-and-circular-letters/index_pnap.html
http://www.bd.gov.hk/en/resources/codes-and-references/practice-notes-and-circular-letters/index_pnap.html
https://www.bd.gov.hk/en/resources/legal-matters/index.html
http://www.bd.gov.hk/en/resources/codes-and-references/index.html
http://www.bd.gov.hk/en/resources/codes-and-references/index.html
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/practice-notes-and-circular-letters/pnap/ADV/ADV033.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/practice-notes-and-circular-letters/pnap/ADV/ADV033.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/doc/en/resources/codes-and-references/practice-notes-and-circular-letters/pnap/ADV/ADV033.pdf
https://www.bd.gov.hk/en/resources/request-for-information/index_fees.html
https://www.bd.gov.hk/en/resources/request-for-information/index_fees.html
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Digital Platform Capabilities 

3.  There is an online platform that allows the Planning/Building Control 

Agency in Hong Kong to process and issue building permits.  The 

following features are available in the online platform: 

 Integrated online payment of fees for obtaining the building 

permit through the online platform 

 Online communication (two-way exchange via text, email, 

online platforms beyond only listed email addresses) between 

users and the authorities regarding permit applications 

 Complete submission of building permit applications and 

supporting documents through the online platform 

 Approved building permits issued digitally and downloaded 

directly from the online platform 

esh.bd.gov.hk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://esh.bd.gov.hk/
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Screenshots: 

 Integrated online payment of fees for obtaining the building permit through the online platform 
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 Online communication (two-way exchange via text, email, online platforms beyond only listed email addresses) between users and the 

authorities regarding permit applications 
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 Complete submission of building permit applications and supporting documents through the online platform 
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 Approved building permits issued digitally and downloaded directly from the online platform 
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4.  Administrative appeals against building permit decisions can be filed 

online through an official government platform (excluding 

submission by email, text, WhatsApp, or similar platforms) 

esh.bd.gov.hk 

Environmental Permit Transparency of Information and Digital Services 

5.  Submit the environmental permit/clearance application online epic.epd.gov.hk/EFORMUPD/main/epic/apps-

download?execution=e2s1 

6.  The following information and digital services are made available 

online by the environmental permitting agencies: 

 Complete official requirements for submitting an application to 

obtain environmental clearances or permits for constructing a 

building 

 

 

 

www.epd.gov.hk/eia/en/index.html 

 

 

  Fee schedule currently in effect for environmental permits in 

Hong Kong as of September 2025 

www.epd.gov.hk/eia/en/guid/index4.html 

 

  Public, official and updated information that shows a list of 

total number of approved environmental permits/clearances in 

Hong Kong 

www.epd.gov.hk/eia/en/register/index.php 

https://esh.bd.gov.hk/
https://epic.epd.gov.hk/EFORMUPD/main/epic/apps-download?execution=e2s1
https://epic.epd.gov.hk/EFORMUPD/main/epic/apps-download?execution=e2s1
http://www.epd.gov.hk/eia/en/index.html
http://www.epd.gov.hk/eia/en/guid/index4.html
https://www.epd.gov.hk/eia/en/register/index.php
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7.  The following information and digital services available online by the 

environmental permitting agencies: 

 Online payment system (i.e. a portal specialized in online 

payment transactions) to process application fees 

 Electronic system that facilitates the online submission of 

documents for obtaining environmental permits in Hong Kong 

epic.epd.gov.hk/EFORMUPD/main/epic/apps-

download?execution=e1s1 

 

 

https://epic.epd.gov.hk/EFORMUPD/main/epic/apps-download?execution=e1s1
https://epic.epd.gov.hk/EFORMUPD/main/epic/apps-download?execution=e1s1

